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What did Semillas do in 

2014?

organizations and indigenous 
women leaders received support in 
22 states in Mexico

groups and leaders received training 
in gender, human rights, and security

75

54

252,356

Semillas indirectly contributed 
to improving the life of  63,089 women and 

children, women, 
and men 

Amount 
invested:

thousand 
dollars

964
institutional 
donors

individual 
donors18 348

TRUSTEd iN SemillAS’ WORk

Who did Semillas 

support?

organizations and leaders work-
ing for sexual and reproductive 
rights, including women’s right 
to decide whether or not to have 
children, as well as their right 
to sexuality education and to a 
safe delivery without obstetric 
violence

23

organizations that received 
security threats were granted 
special support

indigenous women’s organization 
working to guarantee migrant 
workers’ rights and identity

organizations that defend the 
rights of maquila women wor-
kers and domestic workers14
national network of rural 
indigenous women working for 
access to land1

groups working 
for lesbian rights13
groups in Guerrero received 
resources from the Reconstruction 
Fund for communities severely 
affected by the 2013 hurricanes 

4

organization that provides training 
in internet and social media to in-
digenous women from the Puebla 
mountainous region 

1

collective that promotes civic en-
gagement through the arts and the 
re-appropriation of public spaces1
women’s groups working for soil 
conservation and bread production 
in ecological ovens2

Afro-Mexican organizations 
fighting for the recognition of 
their identity and rights7 productive cooperatives that 

recycle paper and produce organic 
and artisanal products5

2
group working to reduce violence 
against women and promote new 
masculinities1

1
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S ynergy means cooperation, the interaction of two or more agents to produce a combined 
effect greater than the sum of their separate effects. During 2014, Semillas identified sev-

eral strategies to catalyze synergies for the benefit of Mexican women. Linking resources to 
opportunities through our work for women’s rights has resulted in unheard-of collaborations 
among various actors: women’s organizations and indigenous women leaders from different 
generations working on a variety of topics, networks of human rights defenders, allies, foun-
dations, and individual and institutional donors. 

During this year, Semillas enhanced its individual donor network and established alliances 
with strategic institutional donors. thus, it contributed to building a broad movement in fa-
vor of women’s rights in Mexico.  

We are grateful for the trust of those who contributed resources and ideas toward this year’s 
achievements. in addition, a special recognition goes to the activists for their day-to-day 
struggle to change attitudes, customs, and policies that discriminate against women.

We hope that the stories in this report, stories of strong women who raise their voices and 
work creatively and collectively to transform reality, inspire those who are yet to be part of this 
change toward a more equitable society. All of us count.

liNKiNG RiGHTS 
TO ReSOURCeS: 
TOGeTHeR, We 

ARe mUCH mORe!

SemillAS
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i n the northern region of the State of 
Mexico, 80.56%* of the population lives 

in poverty. Problems are worse for Maz-
ahua  women because they face greater 
discrimination and marginalization. it is 
not infrequent for them to marry or have 
partners at a much earlier age than do ur-
ban women, and 80%* of them have their 
first child within less than a year of the 
beginning of their relationship. Many of 
them become mothers at 13 and are not 
able to decide on the number and spac-
ing of their children, nor can they access         
information about contraceptive meth-
ods or quality sexual and reproductive 
health care.

to strengthen Mazahua women’s lead-
ership and develop community advocacy 
proposals that may contribute to changing 
their situation, in october the first forum 
on “Leadership of Mazahua women hu-
man rights promoters: toward exercising 

our sexual and reproductive rights” took 
place in San Felipe del Progreso, in the State 
of Mexico. this space for collective dialogue 
was hosted by the organization Mujeres, 
Lucha y Derechos para Todas (Women, Fight 
and Rights for All) under a project sup-
ported by Semillas.

the forum convened 32 community women 
promoters from the Mazahua region. it 
was carried out with the participation of 
the other six organizations that Semillas 
supports as part of its Sexuality education 
Program in Guerrero, oaxaca, and Chiapas. 
one of the main achievements of the fo-
rum was the creation of the State network 
of Mazahua organizations and Women 
Promoters for Sexual and Reproductive 
Rights (Red Estatal de Organizaciones y Pro-
motoras Mazahuas en Derechos Sexuales y 
Reproductivos), which will follow up on the 
action plan with health authorities and 
participating communities.

mAZAHUA WOmeN 
leADeRS PAViNG THe WAY 

TOWARD ReAliZiNG THeiR RiGHTS

SemillAS
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in 2009, the Colectivo Raiz de Aguascalientes 
(the Root Collective) wrote to the Levi Strauss 

Foundation regarding a series of violations of 
workers rights at industria Jobar, a maquila-
dora (textile factory) of Levi’s jeans. 

Before contacting the company, the Collective 
had gathered information from Jobar’s women 
workers. it had also collected legal evidence of 
violations of their labor rights. these violations 
included being harassed for talking, using the 
restroom, and drinking water; not being paid 
for lunch breaks; and the lack of real represen-
tation mechanism for workers.

in June 2014, after a long, complex negotiation, 
during which the Collective consulted with ex-
perts, forged strategic alliances, and talked to 
the media and the general public about the 

case, Jobar announced that it would pay $151,725 
dollars to the 893 workers as compensation for 
unpaid lunch breaks and set a specific deadline 
to issue the payment. this achievement has es-
tablished a historical precedent in the struggle 
for labor rights in Mexico.

the Collective’s work was part of a broader 
program that lasted three years and included 
Semillas’s support for 14 maquila women 
worker organizations and domestic workers. Fi-
nanced by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
through the Funding Leadership and opportu-
nities for Women (FLoW) Fund, this program is 
an example of the synergies that exist between 
women workers in different sectors, states, 
and contexts and institutional donors that 
trust Semillas to significantly advance Mexican 
women’s labor rights.

A HiSTORiCAl TRiUmPH 
FOR mAQUilA WOmeN 

WORKeRS

SemillAS
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Afro-descendants in Mexico remain excluded 
and invisible. this has created significant 

inequality gaps between them and other pop-
ulation groups. this situation affects women in 
particular as they face triple discrimination—for 
being women, poor, and Afro-descendants.

in 2014, Semillas, the WK Kellogg Foundation,  
Ford Foundation, and ADo Foundation forged 
an alliance to support the work of organizations 
of Afro-descendants, for the first time in Mexico. 
through the Afro-Mexican Program that Semil-
las launched in May, grants, training, and accom-
paniment were provided to seven Afro-Mexican 
grassroots organizations in oaxaca, Guerrero, 
Morelos, and veracruz in an effort to strengthen 
the organizations’ work in gender and racial 
equity in Mexico. the Program has also created 
spaces to promote relationships between the or-
ganizations and the feminist movement.

FOR THe AFRO-meXiCAN 
PeOPle’S RiGHT TO THeiR 

OWN iDeNTiTY

the underlying problem is that we, 
Afro-descendants, don’t recognize 
who we are. At some workshops, 
they say, ‘i’m not black, i’m 
brown.’ Among Afro-descendants, 
calling ourselves black is not 
discriminatory. it’s important to 
recognize who we are.

“

“
Usy lópez
Red de Mujeres de la 
Costa Chica, Oaxaca
(network of Women 
from the Small Coast)

SemillASANNUAL
REPORT2014
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D uring 2014, Semillas reached a large number of people in 
Mexico and abroad —especially in the united States and 

the united Kingdom. these individuals are interested in making 
monetary contributions toward greater gender equity in Mexico.

At the end of october, thanks to the drive and enthusiasm of 
our ally Antonia orr, a fundraising event took place in London 
to commemorate the Day of the Dead. the festivities included 
an offering and color paper decorations cut into elaborate de-
signs, and were attended by more than 100 people who had 
the opportunity to learn about our work. All the proceeds were 
donated to Semillas.

in november, 14 members of the Chicago network of Semillas 
came to Mexico. they met with four organizations supported 
by Semillas in Mexico City and Chiapas to see their work first-
hand. individual donors that promote Semillas’ work and orga-
nize fundraisers in Chicago make up the network.

348 PeOPle, 3 COUNTRieS, 
1 SiNGle OBJeCTiVe

it was interesting to see how many of 
these women, through their activities 
and their advocacy of women’s rights, 
have succeeded in changing the minds 
of their fathers, brothers, husbands 
and other community members who 
come to see that they have a lot to 
offer.  But often at great personal cost 
and struggle:  some were beaten, 
ostracized or are estranged from 
family. i was greatly impressed by 
the immense personal courage it 
takes to “buck the system” in these 
areas and operate as an independent 
person.  Finally, i was struck that 
a number of these programs have 
active participation of male staff and 
volunteers and are not neglecting 
outreach to men, who are critical to 
any long-term change in mind-sets.

“

“

Gwen Stern
Coordinator of the Chicago 
network

in addition, we produced a video 
entitled “Why I give to Semillas” 
with testimonials from individual 
donors in Mexico. 
Click here to watch the video:

SemillASANNUAL
REPORT2014

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8II09NFJcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8II09NFJcs


Timeline drawn by Isabel Dircio during the meeting.
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in 2014, Semillas held a meeting with more than 
25 indigenous women leaders in San Cristóbal 

de las Casas, Chiapas, from november 17 to 19. 
the objective was to encourage reflection on the 
advances and achievements of ten years of sup-
port from the MacArthur Foundation to indige-
nous women in Mexico. the event also marked 
more than a decade of support from Semillas 
to strengthen leaderships. the discussions were 
extremely interesting and profound, revealing 
the kinds of synergies that can emerge among 
leaders from different contexts and generations.

Participants recognized organizations and do-
nors as enablers of their development, as drivers 
of their awareness and learning. their testimo-
nials and presentations showed that Semillas 
has provided significant support to the lives of 
many of these women.

i started my training with a diploma course 

10 YeARS 
OF JOiNT WORK

i started my training with a course 
financed by Semillas […]. i believe that 
the course was an eye-opener… a driver”.

Camelia Gaspar, oaxaca

“there are more groups of organized 
women. there is greater command 
and knowledge of the issues. there are 
links, work strategies, networks and 
friendships, and Centers for indigenous 
Women”.

Flor de Jesús Pérez, Chiapas

“My community didn’t have sexual 
and reproductive health services. 
With Semillas’s grant, i came back 
to strengthen it… And the women 
gradually began to use the services.

Ofelia Pérez, Chiapas

“

“

SemillASANNUAL
REPORT2014
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For us indigenous women, the earth is not a blank check. it is essential 
for our lives; it is part of our identity and world view and is not 
something that can be negotiated with. the earth is not ours, we are 
hers; our roots and our life come from Mother earth.

But we aren’t considered in the ejidal assembly nor do we have access to 
the commons because we are women. this is why the support we have 
received from Semillas has helped us make this issue visible, aid other 
indigenous sisters, and finally, mentor and create awareness about our 
right to land, which is often unknown.

Rosenda maldonado
Member of the national network of indigenous Women Weaving Rights 
for Mother earth and territory (RenAMitt), an initiative supported by 
Semillas.



Safe motherhood
Elodia Catzim * Imelda Cohuo • Isabel Pech * Mirna Tuz 
* Rafaela Can Ake * Mujeres Aliadas, AC

Security Program 
Mujeres indígenas por CiARenA * PRoDeSC, AC

labor Rights
Colectivo Raíz de Aguascalientes * Centro de Apoyo al 
trabajador, AC * Centro de Apoyo a trabajadoras de la 
Maquila de La Laguna, AC * Centro de estudios y taller 
Laboral, AC * Colectivo obreras insumisas to tlaktole Calaki 
Mo Yolo, AC * Rosas y espinas, Derechos de las Mujeres, 
AC * Colectivo ollin Calli, AC * Servicio, Desarrollo y Paz, 
AC * Centro de Apoyo y Capacitación para empleadas del 
Hogar, AC * Colectivo de empleadas Domésticas de los Altos 
de Chiapas, AC * Red de Mujeres empleadas del Hogar, AC 
* tzome ixuk, Mujeres organizadas, AC * Red de Mujeres 
Sindicalistas, AC * Confederación Latinoamericana y del 
Caribe de trabajadoras del Hogar

Sexuality education
Mujeres indígenas por CiARenA * instituto de Cooperación 
para el Desarrollo con igualdad, AC * ixmucane, AC * Kinal 
Antzetik Guerrero, AC * Casa de la Salud de la Mujer 
indígena “Manos unidas”, AC * Mujeres, Lucha y Derechos 
para todas, AC * Círculo Profesional para la Formación con 
equidad de Género, nDuvA nDAnDi, AC * Jazmín Cruz * Luz 
Díaz Hernández * Adriana villanueva * isabel Dircio 

Other Human Rights
Batsil Antsetik, AC * Zihuakali, Casa de las Mujeres indígenas 
de nuevo León, AC * Colectiva Arte, Comunidad y equidad, 
AC * u Maalobil ti tu Laakal Mak, AC * Mujeres indígenas en 
Lucha, AC * Centro de Asesoría para el Desarrollo indígena, AC

land Rights
Red nacional de Mujeres indígenas tejiendo Derechos 
por la Madre tierra y territorio (RenAMitt)

economic Autonomy 
Huun Much tan Kanik Kuxtal * Las emprendedoras * 
Sociedad Cooperativa Sbejel Antsetik * ulu’umil Beh S de RL 
Mi * Sociedad Cooperativa Yachil Yatel Antsetic 

Afro-mexican Program 
Red de Mujeres de la Costa Chica, AC * Mujeres en Acción 
Colectiva Malinalli * Cagunaa Coldiba nganga Huandi, 
AC * Alianza Cívica Pinotepa nacional, AC * Juventud 
Afromexicana, AC * Cuijla negro * Colectivo Afro-tamiahua

Who do we
support?

lesbian movement
Colectiva Diversiless * el taller, AC * Grupo eclipse Lésbico 
Zacatecas * Red de Mujeres Jóvenes Lesbianas e indígenas de 
Campeche * Centro interdisciplinario de Mujeres en Atención 
a la Salud, AC * Colectiva Lésbica Feminista Autónoma 
LeSBrujas * La Cabaretiza, AC * Mujeres y Cultura Subterránea, 
AC * Producciones y Milagros Agrupación Feministas, AC * 
Red oaxaqueña por la Diversidad Sexual * telemanita, AC * 
Asociación Queretana de educación para las Sexualidades 
Humanas, ACReconstruction Fund

Kinal Antzetik Guerrero, AC * Zihuame xotlametzin, AC 
* Comunidad Raíz Zubia, AC * instituto Guerrerense de 
Derechos Humanos, AC

8



Thank
you!

institutional donors
American express Company de México
American Jewish World Service
embassy of the netherlands in Mexico
FLoW (Funding Leadership and opportunities for Women), 
the Dutch Foreign Ministry
Ford Foundation
Fundación ADo
Fundación Banorte
Fundación tichi Muñoz
General Service Foundation
Global Fund for Women
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Levi Strauss Foundation
the John D. and Catherine t. MacArthur Foundation
Mama Cash
oak Foundation
Women’s earth Alliance

Allied Companies
AnZMex, Australia, new Zealand & Mexico Business Council
expoknews
Hoteles Boutique México
GRouPon México
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Chicago Network
Ann Garcelon * Blanca de la Garza * Cristina vital * Claire Denton 
* Felipe Weffer * Francisco  Zapian * Gwen Stern * Karen Robertson 
* Margaret overton * Maria de la Luz Schnoes * Maria McDonagh 
* Maria villalpando * Maricela Zapian * Mark Steinberg * olivia 
Mulcahy * Peter Schattner * Pierre LaCocque * Queta Bauer * Rafaela 
Weffer * Steven Pflaum * Sue Lessin Schattner * victoria LaCocque 

Pro Bono Donors
Alma Lilia olivares * Gerardo de la vega

Chile, United States of America,   
New Zealand and United Kingdom
Jane Holstein * Jill Metcalfe * Maria ortiz * Sara Gomez * 
Stephanie M. Roman * people who donated during the Day 
of the Dead event in London   

mexico
Aarón Díaz * Adela Guisasola * Adriana navarro * Adriana nériga * Adriana Rivera * Adriana Zoraida Bolado * Aída Patricia Arenas * 
Alberto Lucca * Alejandra García * Alejandra Méndez * Alejandra ortiz * Alejandra Sierra * Alfonsina Peñaloza * Alicia Guzmán * Aline 
Petterson * Amanda Garza * Amelia Hernández * Ana José Ruigómez * Ana Luisa Liguori * Ana olivia Ramírez * Ana Paula Blanco * Ana 
Paula De La o * Ana villalobos * Andrea Cañizares * Andrea Caso * Andrea tapia * Ángeles Martínez * Ángeles Santos * Angélica de la 
vega * Anilú elías * Antonina Acevedo * Araceli Ruiz * Arantxa Yarto * Arith nallely Zárate * Bárbara Jordana González * Beatriz Palacios 
* Berenice Carrasquedo * Bertha Ruiz * Blanca Rico * Blanca Sánchez * Brenda Ramírez * Brisa Ceccon * Camila Diez * Carmen Gaitán 
* Carmen Garza * Catalina Delgado * Cecilia González * Celia Aguilar * Chloe Gray * Christel urtizberea * Christina Alexander * Claire 
Reilly * Claudia Liceaga * Claudia Marticorena * Clementina Chávez * Connie Sotelo * Cynthia Kaplan * Daniela Mora * Darinka Mangino 
* Déborah Guerra * Déborah vértiz * Deidre Rodríguez * Dora Leticia Wonchee * edith Calderón * elia Baltazar * elia Gómez * elisabeth 
Malkin * elizabeth González * emiliano Hamui * emilienne de León * emilienne Limón * enrique Goudet * eric Moreno * erika tamayo * 
esperanza Rocha * Fabiola Fernández * Francisco Javier Pérez * Gabriela Paredes * Gabriela Sánchez * Genoveva villaseñor * Gigi Mizrahi 
* Gilberto Márquez * Ginde Bessudo * Giny elías * Guadalupe ojeda * Guillermina Herrera * Haydée Rovirosa * Hilda Ayala * Hilda tejada 
* ileana Lozano * irazema Martínez * isabel ocaña * Jaime García * Jaime Hirschfeld * Jan esparza * Janine núñez * Jenny Barry * Jerrilou 
Johnson * Jessica de la Garza * Jesús Guerra * Jesús José Morales * Johanika Roth * Josefina Granados * Juana Carmen Garduño * Karina 
tornelli * Karla Pacheco * Laura Coudurier * Laura escobedo * Laura García * Laura Hartig * Laura Ruiz * Leticia ivonne * Libertad García 
* Lydia Alpízar * Liliana Carmona * Liliana Pacheco * Liliane Loya * Lina Delgado * Linda Marcos * Liz Brand * Lorena Figueroa * Lorena 
Fuentes * Lorena Maza * Lorena Sáenz * Lourdes Botello * Lourdes Pérez * Lucero González * Lucía Carrasco * Lucía Grande * Lucía Melgar 
* Luisa Fernanda trigo * Luisa Liedo * Luz Aurora Pimentel * Luz elisa verduzco * Mali Haddad * Marcela Diez * Marcela talavera * María 
de las Mercedes Caso * María de los Ángeles Madrigal * María del Carmen Collado * María del Carmen del Río * María del Pilar Resa * 
María Dolores Hank * María eugenia Baz * María eugenia Gonsebatt * María Guadalupe Aguirre * María Guadalupe Mendieta * María 
Guadalupe torres * María Luisa Castellanos * María Magdalena López * María Soriano * María Susana Saldaña * María victoria esteve * 
Mariana García * Mariana Hamui * Mariángeles Comesaña * Mario Bronfman * Maritza Ramírez * Martha Díaz * Martha Sotelo * Martha 
Woolrich * Mary ellen Colon * Mauricio García * Mauricio Reyes * Mina Piekarewicz * Mini Caire * Mireya ocaña * Miriam Weissberg * 
Miroslava Félix * Mónica del villar * Mónica Dionne * Mónica Gabriela Rosales * Mónica Gladis Pérez * nadia González * olga Castro * 
omar Baqueiro * Pablo Yanes * Paola Lizbeth Galindo * Patricia Agraz * Patricia Coudurier * Patricia Ramírez * Patricia Mercado * Patricia 
Ruiz Camacho * Patricia Ruiz Macedo * Patricia uribe * Paulina Barrios * Raquel López * Raquel Méndez * Raúl Mercado * members of 
RiMeL - Red internacional de Mujeres emprendedoras y Líderes  (international network of Women entrepeneurs and Leaders) * Regina 
tamés * Robyn LaMont * Rocío Mireles * Rocío ordoñana * Rogelio Corona * Rosa María Guzmán * Rosario Huet * Rubén Bolado * Rubén 
Hernández * Sally Serur * Sandra Luz Rivera * Santiago Alberico * Sara Morales * Sara Sefchovich * Sara Sutton * Sara Woldenberg * 
Sarah Hamui * Sharon Bissell * Silvia Giorguli * Silvia Limón * Soraya Abraham * Sylvia Sánchez * tania turner * tanya Pliego * teresita 
Quintanilla * tiaré Scanda * valeria Jiménez * verónica Alexanderson * verónica Granados * verónica Beltrán * verónica Sunderland * 
víctor Betancourt * victoria Chamarro * Yanina Flores * Yanine Báez * Yolanda de los Reyes * Yvette Grutter

individual Donors’ Network (Red mim)

Thank
you!
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Our income
 

USD  

National Institutional Donors $    104,518   10%

International Institutional Donors $    740,576   74%

National and International Individual
Donors $     68,390      7%

Subtotal        $ 913,484 

Endowment Fund Interest $      88,430      9%

TOTAL REVENUE $1’001,914 100%

Grantee 
Partner
Support

Subgrants       $  786,296  57%

Grantee Partner 
Strengthening

      $  118,950    8%

Monitoring and Evaluation       $    58,149    4%

Subtotal       $ 963,395  69%

Semillas Sustainability 
Projects                            $    172,354

 
  12%

Other 
expenses

Salaries      $    172,354   12%

Operating Cost      $      65,730     5%

Institutional Strengthening      $      29,162     2%

Subtotal      $   439,600   31%

GRAND TOTAL      $1,402,995 100%

Our                  
expenditure

57%

74%

7%

9%

10%

8%

12%

12%

5%

4%

2%

* The difference between income and expenditure in 2014 is due to a remaining balance from 2013.
** Our financial statements are annually audited by Chavez, Levin Consulting, SC 11



Board of Directors: 
 edith Calderón, President; Johanika Roth, Vicepresident; Mini Caire, Secretary; Mali Haddad, 
Alternate Secretary; Betty van Cauwelaert, Treasurer; María eugenia Baz, Alternate Treasurer.
 
Assembly members:
Ana Luisa Liguori, Betty van Cauwelaert, Carmen Gaitán, edith Calderón, edith Soto, Johanika 
Roth, Lucero González, Mali Haddad, Margarita Dalton, María eugenia Baz, Mariángeles Come-
saña, Mini Caire and Paloma Bonfil

Operating Team:
Laura García, executive Director; Jenny Barry, Head of Development; Marisela García, Head of 
Programs; Catalina Delgado, Head of Administration; erika tamayo, Communications Coordi-
nator; Lorena Figueroa, Capacity Building Officer; Brenda neria, monitoring and evaluation 
Officer; Paulina Barrios, Development Officer; elia Gómez, individual Donors Network Officer; 
Mauricio Maldonado, General Accountant; Claudia Liceaga, Administrative Officer; Georgina 
Ramos, Director’s Assistant; Arturo Martínez, Administrative Assistant; Blanca torres, General 
Service.

external Consultant for evaluation:
tania turner

interns:
Marina González, Mayte Salto Reyes

Volunteers:
Alexa Schwartz, Ana Karen Alva, Acelo Ruiz, Chelsea Glenn, emily Miller, ivette Gutiérrez, Karla 
Aguilar, Megan Gaydos, Rodrigo Cacho, Rodrigo vogel 

Graphic Design:
María José Farías / majographic@gmail.com
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